Chapter 16
The Miraculous Dakotas
M*VVVVVVVV\AVYVVYVVV\A/V^^
NOTHING is more remarkable in the United States than the difference between the Dakotas. These are the two least-known states in the country, and many people think of them casually as a kind of "bloc," which they most certainly are not. North Dakota is probably the most radical state in the union, and South Dakota is one of the most conservative. North Dakota has two transcontinental railroads; South Dakota has none. North Dakota lives on wheat and is, to an extent, a "colony" of Minnesota; South Dakota lives on wheat too, but on livestock, mining, and above all pheasants in addition. Both states produce political characters of remarkable eccentricity, but the North Dakotans are eccentric in a different way. There are more idiosyncrasies per square inch in North Dakota than in any state I know.
What is more, the two Dakotas, though coterminous for 330 miles, have practically no contact with one another. South thinks that North is inhabited exclusively by raging Bolsheviks; North thinks that South is a preserve for all people to the right of Hoover. South looks down across the river to Iowa and southward to Nebraska; it never looks upward to North at all, if it can help it. I met one South Dakota editor who has been an important personality in the whole area for twenty years; never once has he crossed the line and set foot in North Dakota. It was impossible, so far as my own-experience went, to find North Dakota newspapers in Sioux Falls or South Dakota papers in Bismarck, though in both you could easily buy the Chicago Tribune and the Omaha World Herdd.
Finally, extraordinary as it is to tell, travel between the two states is difficult in the extreme. When I was there no bus or air lines connected them at all. Try to get from Pierre, say, the capital of South, to Bismarck, the capital of North, by rail. In a manner of speaking railways do exist, but you will not thank me for the suggestion.
Glimpse oj North Dakota
Quite possibly this cross-grained, inflammatory state is the most complex in the entire nation. Contrasts are sharp in almost every field: for instance the state capitol is a handsome skyscraper built by Holabird
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